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General J. Legffiankln was 
named yesterday as chief 
counsel for the Presidential 
Commission Investigating the 
assassination of P^r e • I d^ n_t 
Kennedy. . 

‘ Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
chairman of the tpeclal ranel, 
announced Ranking appoint- 
ment and said he *11 now In 
(he performance of his 
dullet." / 

Rankin and the Chief Jus 
lice are old courtroom 
acquaintance*. A* Solicitor 
General from 1956 to 1961, 
Rankin was the Government** 
top lawyer In cases before the 
Supreme Court * 

A slight, toft*pokcn man of 
56. Rankin Is the first staff 
appointee hired by the preil 
dentil! panel The announce 
ment described him as a "dis 
tlngulshcd lawyer." 

A apokesman for the Com 
mission announced that each 
of Its seven members has re 
celved copies of the five-rol 
Jime FBI report on the Nov 
22 assassination of President 
Kennedy and the tubsequent 
•murder of the suspected as 
*<assln, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

( The FBI report does not 
[flatly assert that Oswald was 
(the Presidents assassin, ac 
(cording to informed officials 
•But It docs recite a. mass of 
(circumstantial evidence that, 
in the view of Investigators 
points to Oswald as the fatal 
'sniper beyond reasonable 
• doubt r 

« Physical evidence In the 
case— Oswald s Italian carbine 
' rifle. l*:s revolver, three apent 
j cartridges from the assassina 
I lion scene, a shirt, fingerprints 
I and several documents — arc 
finder lock and key In the FBI 
j laboratory hert-.'^.J..; , . 
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the Commission on request 
Oswald's fingerprint* -and 
palm print* have been re- 
covered from the Italian ear- 
bine rifle, a 6.5 mm. Mann- 
licher Carcano. that ballistics 
tests ahowed to be the assassi- 
nation weapon, authorities re- 
ported. 

Additional print* were 
found on a bo* at the alxlh- 
floor sniper post from which 
the fatal volley was fired and 
on the wrapping par** l* 
which Oswald carried the 
murder weapon Into the Texai 
School Book Depository Build- 
ing. 

Another link In the circum- 
stantial chain of evidence were 
<hreds of material found In 
metal parts of the murder 
weapon that microscopic ex 
aminalion ahowed to have 
come from a brown thirl Os 
.Wald w as wearing when he was 
arrested. 

The bulky FBI report eon 
slsts of two volumes of narra 
live, developed In chronologl 
cal form, and three separate 
volumes of aupportlng evi 
dence, principally photographs 
and document*. 

A Commission spokesman 
said yesterday that "no further 
announcement will be made 
concerning the report until 
the Commission had an oppor 
tunlty to review IL A prcliml 
nary statement will thereafter 
be made public." 

11 was understood from of- 
icial sources that the FBI re- 
frained explicitly from naming 
Oswald as President Ken- 
nedy’s assassin. There Is con- 
siderable sensitivity on lhl» 
point because of criticism* 
surrounding the handling 
the case by Dallas police, 

The final responsibility 
passing verdict on Oswald 
rest* with Chief Justice >Var-i 
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ren and his Investigating Com- 
mission, authorities aay. 

In another development the 
House yesterday passed and* 
sent to the White House a| 
measure granting aubpoena 
poweri to the Warren Com- 
mission. The Senate passed an 
Identical measure Monday. » 

The resolution* also grant 
the Commission authority to 
grant wltncssei Immunltr 
from future prosecution as a 
result of their testimony. This 
step b designed to encourage 
witnesses to talk who might 
otherwise decline to testify on 
grounds of possible aelf-ln- 
crimination. w -j! 
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